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jackals, who make night hideous with what Baldseus called
their " hellish concert." The jackal performs useful duties
as a scavenger, and affords sport to the members of the
Ootacamund and Madras hunts.
The Arctoidea, or bears, comprise the Indian marten;
the ratel or honey-badger, which is called the grave-digger,
because, like the jackal, it has the reputation of digging
into graves, and feeding on the corpses; the various otters,
which live on the banks of rivers and backwaters; and the
black sloth bear.
The small order of Insectivora, or insect-eaters, includes
the hedgehog, the Madras tree-shrew, and several species of
shrew, of which the best known is the grey musk-shrew,
commonly called the musk-rat. The musk-shrew diffuses
a strong musky odour, and used to be supposed to affect
bottled beer by running over the bottles in the cellar.
The Chiroptera, or bats, have the forelimbs modified
into wings, formed by a membranous expansion of skin
between the elongated fingers. They are divided into two
classes, viz., fruit-eaters and insect-eaters. The former are
represented by the flying-foxes or fox-bats, which roost in
colonies head downwards on trees, to the branches of
which they hook themselves. They may be seen in
thousands near the Jain quarters at Mudabidire in South
Canara, having, it is said, discovered that the Jains do not
harm any animals. Among the insect-eaters are the
large-eared vampire bats, and the pretty painted bat,
which hides itself in the folded leaf of the plantain.
The Rodents, or gnawing animals, are represented by
the porcupines, which are very destructive to crops, vege-
tables, and rubber plantations; hares; rats; mice; and
squirrels, which include the beautiful Malabar squirrel, and
the common striped or palm-squirrel, whose irritating shrill
voice is familiar to those who live in the plains. A cam-
paign has been organised, in recent years, against rats, as